UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

ALVIN BALDUS, et. al.,

Plaintiffs,
VS. Case No.: 11-C-562

MICHAEL BRENNAN, et. al.,,

Defendants.

VOCES DE LA FRONTERA, INC,, et. al.,

Plaintiffs,
VS. Case No.: 11-C-1011
MICHAEL BRENNAN, et. al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF PETER EARLE REGARDING ATTORNEY'S FEES

PETER EARLE, under penalty of perjury and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, states that based on
personal knowledge, the following facts are true and correct:

1. I am the principal in the firm of the Law Office of Peter Earle, LLC. I am submitting
this Declaration in support of the Joint Plaintiffs’ Motion for Attorney’s Fees and Costs
with regard to the Voces de la Frontera Plaintiffs in connection with services I have
rendered in the above-entitled action.

2. I graduated from IIT Chicago Kent College of Law in 1988 and have represented parties
in at least 39 employment discrimination/civil rights/toxic tort cases that have been filed
in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. I participated as
one of the plaintiffs' lawyers in the following class action/pattern and practice
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employment discrimination cases filed in the Northern District of Illinois: Jefferson, et al
v. Ingersol International, Case No. 98-C-50042; Bell, et al v. Woodward Governor, Case
No. 03-C-50190. I have argued appeals before the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District I,
the Wisconsin Supreme Court, and the U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit. The
following illustrative cases have been reported in which I served as lead counsel for the
plaintiffs: Milwaukee Board of School Directors v. WERC, 163 Wis.2d 739, 472 N.W.2d
553 (Wis. App. 1991)(whether a discriminatory lay-off and recall provision in collective
bargaining agreement is an illegal subject of bargaining); Plustkota v. Roadrunner
Freight Systems, 188 Wis.2d 288, 524 N.W.2d 904(Wis..App. 1994)(whether written
employee honesty tests are "unfair honesty tests" regulated by the Wisconsin Fair
Employment Act ); Despears v. Milwaukee County, 63 F.3d 635 (7th Cir. 1995) (scope
of employment discrimination claim under the ADA involving alcoholism); Vance v.
Sukup, , 207 Wis.2d 578, 558 N.W.2d 683 (Wis..App. 1996)(scope of absolute pollution
exclusion in home owners insurance policy); Thomas v. Mallett, 2005 WI 129, 285
Wis.2d 236, 701 N.W.2d 523 (Wis. 2005)(modifying the common law to relax causation
in lead poisoning cases against the former manufacturers of lead pigments); Amir v.
Marquette University, 2006 WI App 252, 297 Wis.2d 326, 727 N.W.2d 63
(2006)(national origin discrimination under Title VI and applicability of academic
deference in context of a prima facie case); Godoy v. E.I DuPont, 2009 WI 78
(2009)(whether the inherent characteristics defense is consistent with the consumer
contemplation test in the context of design defect claims.), Gibson v. American
Cyanamid, et al, 719 F.Supp.2d 1031 (ED Wis. 2010)(constitutionality of Wisconsin’s
risk contribution doctrine)(appeal pending 7® Cir., argued 1-9-12); Burton v. American
Cyanamid Co., et al, 775 F.Supp.2d 1093 (ED Wis. 2011)(constitutionality of
Wisconsin’s risk contribution doctrine).

I seek attorney’s fees for work I have performed in this litigation because my Clients
have obtained a favorable judgment after trial on the merits and as such, my Clients are
prevailing parties as to each and every allegation and claim asserted in the Complaint.
Furthermore, the Complaint asserted entitlement to attorney’s fees pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
sec. 1983 and 1988, and no special circumstances apply that would justify denial of
attorney’s fees. Hensley v. Eckerhart, 461 U.S. 424, 433 (1983); Hastert v. Illinois Board
of Elections, 28 F.3d 1430, 1443-1444 (7™ Cir. 1993); King v. lllinois Board of Elections,
410 F.3d 404, 408-09, 412-13, 421-24 (7™ Cir. 2005). The work I have performed is
identified in the time records provided with this declaration as Exhibit A. 1 have
reviewed these records and believe that they are accurate and that the time entries
recorded are appropriate. A review of my hours when compared to the hours of my co-
counsel, Jacqueline Boynton, will disclose that on five occasions we both attended certain
depositions and are seeking compensation accordingly. Those five depositions involved
document management issues and the need for additional support and assistance to lead
counsel and accordingly seeking fees for both counsel is an appropriate exercise of
billing discretion. (See Depositions of Zeus Rodriguez -1/11/12, Keith Gaddie,- 1/20/12,
Adam Foltz and Tad Ottman — 2/1/12, and Bernard Grofman — 2/3/12). On several other
occasions, despite the fact that both counsel attended the depositions, compensation for
only one lawyer’s time is being sought in the exercise of billing discretion. (See
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Deposition of Kevin Kennedy- JEB 2.8/12). The work set forth for these depositions, as
was the rest of the work enumerated on Exhibit A was reasonably performed in the
course of the representation of the Voces de la Frontera Plaintiffs herein through April 3,
2012. As indicated in the time records, I have performed 370.78 hours of work at my
regularly hourly rate of $425.00. These figures represent my total lodestar (market rates
multiplied by reasonable hours expended) fees which amount to $157,604.22.

I am the lead attorney representing the Voces de la Frontera Plaintiffs, said
representation being undertaken on the basis that the payment of my regular hourly rate
for time reasonably expended would be entirely contingent upon the achievement of a
successful outcome such that the provisions of a fee shifting statute would provide for
payment of such fees. Absent an award of attorney’s fees, pursuant to 42 USC § 1988, 1
will not be entitled to attorney’s fees. I have received no payments from the Voces de la
Frontera Plaintiffs, nor from any other third party or person for my work in the case.

My regular hourly rate for the work in this case is $425. By virtue of my experience
litigating civil rights cases and other complex litigation on behalf of plaintiffs, and
working with co-counsel, I have personal knowledge regarding the prevailing market
rates in this District for attorneys of comparable skill, experience and reputation to
myself, performing such work. Based upon this knowledge, I state that my hourly rate is
well within with the prevailing market rates in this District for attorneys of comparable
skill, experience and reputation, performing such work. Indeed, I have charged this rate
to clients and have been compensated at this rate by clients who retain me on an hourly
basis.

I am very familiar with the work performed by Godfrey & Kahn, S.C, on this case as
counsel for the Baldus Plaintiffs in consolidated Case No. 11-C-562, said case sharing
claims identical to the claims alleged by the Voces de la Frontera Plaintiffs as they
pertain to Assembly District 8 and 9.  Indeed, counsel for the Baldus Plaintiffs
coordinated with counsel for the Voces Plaintiffs in order to gain significant efficiencies
in the course of prosecuting the claims as they pertained to Assembly Districts 8 and 9.
For example, much of the discovery obtained by counsel for the Baldus Plaintiffs in the
course of enforcing subpoenas directed to the legislature and the law firms representing
the legislature was of material significance to the Voting Rights Act claims related to
Assembly Districts 8 and 9. Furthermore, counsel for the Baldus Plaintiffs coordinated
with counsel for the Voces Plaintiffs to efficiently cover discrete areas of relevance
during most depositions. This coordination gained significant efficiencies in allowing for
more targeted preparation than would have been otherwise possible. I am familiar with
the background and experience of their attorneys who worked on the case and am aware
of the discounted rates applied by the firm for this case: Douglas Poland - $395.00;
Dustin Brown- $275.00; and Wendy Arends - $275.00. Based on my knowledge of the
prevailing market rates in this District for attorneys of comparable skill, experience and
reputation, it is my opinion that the hourly rates of the Godfrey & Kahn, S.C., attorneys
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are well within the prevailing market rates in this District for attorneys of comparable
skill, experience and reputation.

Dated this 5™ day of April of 2012, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Law Office of Peter G. Earle

s/ Peter G. Earle /

Peter G. Earle
SBN 1012176

839 North Jefferson Street
Suite 300

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Tel: 414-276-1076

Fax: 414-276-0460.
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Brandt, Karen J (15243)

From: ecfmaster@wied.uscourts.gov

Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 6:17 PM

To: ecfmaster@wied.uscourts.gov

Subject: Activity in Case 2:11-cv-00562-JPS-DPW-RMD Baldus et al v. Brennan et al Declaration

This is an automatic e-mail message generated by the CM/ECF system. Please DO NOT RESPOND to
this e-mail because the mail box is unattended.

***NOTE TO PUBLIC ACCESS USERS*** Judicial Conference of the United States policy permits
attorneys of record and parties in a case (including pro se litigants) to receive one free electronic copy of
all documents filed electronically, if receipt is required by law or directed by the filer. PACER access fees
apply to all other users. To avoid later charges, download a copy of each document during this first
viewing. However, if the referenced document is a transcript, the free copy and 30 page limit do not

apply.
United States District Court

Eastern District of Wisconsin

Notice of Electronic Filing

The following transaction was entered by Earle, Peter on 4/5/2012 at 6:16 PM CDT and filed on 4/5/2012
Case Name: Baldus et al v. Brennan et al

Case Number: 2:11-¢cv-00562-JPS-DPW-RMD

Filer:

WARNING: CASE CLOSED on 03/22/2012

Document Number: 230

Docket Text:
DECLARATION of Peter G. Earle Regarding Attorney's Fees. (Attachments: # (1) Exhibit A:

Time records)(Earle, Peter)

2:11-¢v-00562-JPS-DPW-RMD Notice has been electronically mailed to:

Aaron H Kastens  ahkastens@michaelbest.com, mlcrimmins@michaelbest.com

Adam B Stephens  astephens@milwaukee.gov

Brady C Williamson bwilliam@gklaw.com, agrote@gklaw.com, jschwartz@gklaw.com

Colleen E Fielkow cfielkow@reinhartlaw.com, kkempski@reinhartlaw.com

Daniel Kelly DKelly@reinhartlaw.com, aschneik@reinhartlaw.com

Daniel S Lenz  dlenz@lawtoncates.com

Donald A Daugherty , Jr  ddaugherty@whdlaw.com, kroubik@whdlaw.com
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